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" three acres and a cow " and by large numbers of town workmen.
The hopes raised at the election were doomed to disappoint-'         ment   Under the new franchise Ireland for the first time
returned a great majority of Parnellites and Home Rulers to the Imperial Parliament (85 out of a total of 103), and though the Liberals came back in a substantial majority, it was a ';         little short of the number required to defeat a possible com-
*         bination. of Irish and Conservatives.   Since it was quite certain
that the Irish would vote with any Opposition against any GoTernment which did not espouse their cause, it was now clear / that a Liberal Government must either rely on Conservative support in resisting the Irish demand or be prepared to concede it. Mr. Gladstone was prepared. In the unceasing conflict between coercion and conciliation among his colleagues in the previous Parliament, he had more and more leant to con- , ciliation, and he considered the return of a great Insli majority demanding Home Rule to be a decisive new fact which a Liberal and democratic party was bound to face.1 Before Christmas, 1885, he had committed himself to Irish Home Rule, without, as appeared afterwards, consulting more than a few of his colleagues. He thereby caused a schism in the :         Liberal party which was profoundly to affect British pplitics
\        fo;r the next generation.                                                           ^7.
\           When the new Parliament assembled, the Liberals were
( united in turning the Conservative Government out of office, I but deeply divided when Mr. Gladstone produced his Home i Role Bill. The defection of the Whigs under Lord Harrington $* was expected, but the final and crushing blow was the refusal I ofjohn Bright and Mr. Chamberlain to follow Mr. Gladstone's I lead. This sealed the fate of his Home Rule Bill, which was £ rejected in the House of Commons by a majority of 30. In the election which followed the country endorsed this decision, aad Lord Salisbury returned to power with a Conservative Government which, with the support of 74 Liberal Unionists, B$d a majority of 11o in the new House. To defend the Union aad prevent the " disintegration of the Empire " were said
1 Or indeed any party, for he offered his support to Conservative Ministers, if they would face it, and the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, Lord Caernarvon, who had had a^piterview with Mr Parnell before the election, seemed at one moment inclined to do so.Turkish misrule for the convenience of Great Britain and Austria, and his agitation in the end proved fatal to the Government of Lord Beaconsfield which had adopted that policy. But this was two years after the event. Had Mr. Gladstone prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
